
The Session 
Pete Hurst, TE, Moderator  788-8911  Stuart Pope, RE  930-4844 
Dave Mericle, RE   930-1058  Joe Sawanowich, RE, Clerk 827-6339 
Dan Phillips, RE   722-7079  Byron Snapp, TE  597-7627 
 

The Diaconate 
Dave Bailey   838-2166  Mark Kroll (sabbatical)  865-3755 
Jake Hughes, Chairman  592-4881  Dan Moerder (sabbatical) 596-9566 
Gary Grant, Secretary   595-3148  Ron Moore   838-7434 
Jim King    349-9973  Tim Tonkovic  874-5442 
 

Church Committees, Ministries, & Leaders 
Administration: Pete Hurst  788-8911  Missions: Byron Snapp    596-7627 
Adoption: Dan Phillips   722-7079  Music: Paula Krasowski   369-5719 
Audio/Visual:     Nehemiah’s Nook: Dale Gray   850-0532 
Bookkeeper/Treasurer: Joelle Nalls 595-7765  Nursery: Paula Erichsen   706-3202 
Building: Dave Bailey   838-2166  Pastoral Search: Dave Mericle   930-1058 
Calvary Classical School Board: Paul Puryear 357-4929  Prayer Chain: Annette Holloway   865-1082 
Christian Education: Pete Hurst  788-8911  Retreat: Caleb & Angela Hurst   771-3728 
English as 2nd Language (ESL): Marcia Dahl 877-4724  Riverside Convalescent Service: Scott Mericle  369-9674 
Fellowship: Cindy Mericle  369-9674  Small Groups: Pete Hurst   788-8911 
Financial Officer: Tim Tonkovic  874-5442  Secretary: Kathy Lipshy   826-5942 
Flowers & Decorations: Ellen Newsom 868-6030  Showers: Kathryn Newsom   357-7145 
Grounds: Julie Mericle   930-1058  Special Service Assistant: Sanda Moldavan 
Hospitality: Angela Hurst  771-3728  Ushering: Ron Moore    838-7434 
Kitchen: Sheila Hairr   868-0473  Women in the Church (WIC): Bekah Lawing  659-0817 
Librarian:      Worship: Dave Mericle    930-1058 
Maintenance: Ray Paredez 713-4034  Youth: Daniel & Melissa Parker               910-280-1456 
 

Ministries & Missionaries supported by CRPC 
Calvary Classical School, Hampton, VA   Rev. & Mrs. Sid Anderson, MTW, Czech Republic 

Care Net Resource Pregnancy Center, Newport News, VA Rev. & Mrs. Wes Baker, Peru Mission, Peru 

Christian Counseling & Education Foundation, Laverock, PA Bill & Cheryl, i2 Ministries, Billings, MT 
Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Greenville, SC Miss Beth Bogue, Covenanter Theological Institute, Scotland 
Harvest USA, Philadelphia, PA    Rev. & Mrs. Bill Carr, MTW, South Africa 

Hazara Herald Ministries, Memphis, TN   Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Cross, MTW, Brazil 
Huguenot Fellowship, Glenside, PA   David & Eleanor, MTW, Restricted Access Area 

James River Presbytery, VA    Rev. & Mrs. Joe Harrell, MTW, Colombia 
Lackey Free Clinic, Yorktown, VA    Rev. & Mrs. Dave Kiewiet, MTW, Australia 

Middle East Reformed Fellowship, Elkins Park, PA  Miss Kathleen King, Operation Mobilization 
PCA Mission to North America, Atlanta, GA   Mr. & Mrs. Don McNeill, MTW, Uganda 

Reformation Christian Ministries, Fellsmere, FL  Rev. & Mrs. Will Traub, MTW, Scotland 
Reformed University Fellowship    Mr. & Mrs. John Wiltbank, African Bible University, Uganda 

     Christopher Newport University, Newport News, VA  Mr. Robert Zins, Creation Ministries International, South Africa 
     College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA 

     National Autonomous University of Mexico, Mexico City 
     University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA 

     Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA 
     Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA 

Westminster Biblical World Mission, Leola, PA 
 

        403 Whealton Road 
        Hampton, VA 23666 

  757.826.5942 
Senior Pastor: Pete Hurst                             www.calvaryrpc.org 
Associate Pastor: Byron Snapp                   church@calvaryrpc.org 

 

January 8, 2012 
 

Church Logo – Christ’s Church is the Church Triumphant in Heaven and the Church 
Militant on earth. The Shield reminds us of our warfare with weapons, such as love and 
truth, used by His Spirit and grace. The four triquetra symbolize The Trinity. They are 
arranged in a cross similar to the Huguenot cross reminding us of God’s love for us through 
all the Persons of the Godhead. 

mailto:church@calvaryrpc.org


WE WELCOME all who are visiting today. After worship, join us for coffee and tea in our 
fellowship hall. Please sign our attendance pad with an address and phone number. We receive 
the Lord’s Supper on the first and third Lord’s Day. We have numerous small groups that meet 
throughout the week; please call our church office for more information. 
       

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements  

Introduction to Worship       

*Call to Worship       Hark! The Voice of Love and Mercy                    Trinity 259  

*Confession of Sin   Psalm 51 (responsively)              Pew Bible 413 

*Assurance of Pardon        Psalm 103:1-3, 11, 12 

*Prayer for God’s Blessing  

*Hymn of Praise                               O Jesus, We Adore Thee                 Trinity   255 

Confession of Faith           Heidelberg Catechism Q. 1                  See Page 7 

Pastoral Prayer 

Receiving of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 

Hymn of Preparation    Lift Up Thy Bleeding Hand          Supplement 101 
             (During offering) 

Reading of God’s Word                    John 18:38-19:16                 Pew Bible 88 

Preaching of God’s Word 

*Hymn of Response                  Jesus,  I My Cross Have Taken          Supplement  99 

*Gloria Patri                  Trinity 734 

*Benediction 

Postlude                
 

*Standing 

 

 There are a number of things in life that we consider unpleasant,  that in Christ the 
Christian can be free to be, by grace.  We are free to bear sickness, be hated and opposed, bear 
loneliness or grief, and in Christ also free to be poor.  In I Corinthians 12:10, Paul says, “I am 
well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties 
for Christ’s sake, for when I am weak, then I am strong.”  Free to be poor would be you and me 
saying, “Lord, I will be content to be poor if that is your will, and if I ever am, I’ll still rejoice in 
being rich” (James 1:9); and it might also show itself now in our not stressing so much over 
money and things in the present, or for the future (Matthew 6:25-34).  Maybe what we are really 
working for is being free to trust the Lord. 
    
           PH 
         www.GodsFool.com   
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Heidelberg Catechism 
 

Question 1:  What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
 
 Answer 1:  That I, with body and soul, both in life and in death, am not my own, but 
belong to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ, who with His precious blood has fully 
satisfied for all my sins, and redeemed me from all the power of the devil; and so 
preserves me that without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my 
head; indeed, that all things must work together for my salvation. Wherefore, by His 
Holy Spirit, He also assures me of eternal life, and makes me heartily willing and ready 
from now on to live unto Him. 
 

  



 
 
 

PAGE SIX 
 

Free To Be Poor      
 

 I just finished reading Traveling Light, by Eugene Peterson.  It’s a study of Galatians 
and freedom in Christ.  For instance, one chapter, “Free to Receive,” is about receiving God’s 
grace; another, “Free to Create,” is on the fruit of the Spirit; “Free to Die” is about Paul’s 
closing words relating to his death.  There is freedom in Christ, and this freedom exhibits 
itself in many ways. 
 
 While driving home from worship last Sunday, the title of this article came to me, 
with the question, “How free are we in Christ to be poor?”  Peterson didn’t touch on 
anything having to do with this; this was an idea that occurred to me, which led me to an 
immediate conclusion that I don’t think many of us are free to be poor at all. 
 
 Please don’t misunderstand my point.  I am not saying that there is anything 
virtuous about poverty.  I believe the evidence of scripture is that, under normal 
circumstances, anyone who is poor should work and save, and seek to invest, and better his/
her condition. Unlike some Christians I read, I don’t believe the Bible teaches that it’s easier 
to be a Christian if you are on the economic scale of being closer to poverty than prosperity.  I 
have very little patience for Christians who try to make other Christians feel guilty for 
enjoying the good things God gives in His creation, or that it is up to them to decide what 
standard of income is spiritual or right for everyone else; Pharisees---that’s who they are---
self-righteous Pharisees!  And on the other side of things, I believe God calls us to tithe, be 
generous, not live in excess; but defining excess is through God’s Spirit and Word with the 
believer, and not for others to decide. 
  
 Having given all these qualifying statements to this idea, what can it mean to be free 
in Christ to be poor?  Well, it means that if it was God’s will for us to live in poverty, we 
could accept that and be content in Christ.  Could we do that?  It means we aren’t so tied to 
our houses and incomes and IRA’s and possessions, that if we lost them tomorrow, we 
wouldn’t be okay.  It means we aren’t enslaved to a certain lifestyle now or one planned for 
the future that we must have, and if we don’t, then it is a big problem. 
  
 In Philippians 4:12, Paul says he knows how to get along with humble means, to be 
content no matter what his financial circumstances are.  This is freedom to be poor.  In I 
Corinthians 4:11, he says he was hungry, thirsty, poorly clothed and homeless.  His point 
wasn’t that everyone else needed to be that way, but he states a fact as to the way things were 
at that particular time.  It was God’s will, he was content, he was poor, he was a free man in 
Christ, not enslaved to personal requirements of an economic standard, or way of life before 
he could be happy, content, fulfilled, blessed, loved, etc. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
      

Classes for both adults and children meet at 11:15 a.m. each week.  Locator maps for 
the youth and children’s classes are posted above the water fountains in the Commons 
and by the church office. Adult classes for this quarter are:  
        

The Promise Keeper: The God of the Covenants—Arden Dahl (auditorium) 
       

Grace in Practice—Jimmy Hughes (fellowship hall) 
      

I Peter—Byron Snapp (conference room) 
 
 

WEEKLY EVENTS 
     

TODAY 9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
                                                      11:15 a.m. Sunday School 
 6:00 p.m. Second Sunday Service 

TUESDAY 5:30 p.m. Session Meeting 
WEDNESDAY 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
SATURDAY 8:30 a.m. Nehemiah’s Nook 
   

NURSERY SCHEDULE 
      

THIS  WEEK:           9:30       Adam & Casey Hoxter, Tim & Lisa Tonkovic  
January 8                  11:15      Jane & Elizabeth Grant 
                                   6:00        OPEN, OPEN  

NEXT WEEK:          9:30        Katherine Parker, OPEN, OPEN, OPEN 
January 15              11:15        Kathy Lipshy, OPEN 
  
  

USHERS 
     

JANUARY Greg Hairr, Dave Neese, Dave Parker, Dave Soistmann 
FEBRUARY Dave Bailey, Jake Hughes, Brad Lawing, Tim Tonkovic 
 
 

DEACON of the MONTH   
          Jake Hughes 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 DAVID AND ELENOR FIOL will be speaking at our gathering this evening. They 
will be reporting on God’s working through this ministry in India. 
 
NEHEMIAH'S NOOK -  The next opportunity for service is at  8:30 a.m.,  Saturday, 
January 14, 2012. Volunteers are needed to prepare and serve breakfast, and clean up 
afterwards.  For more information contact Dale Gray or Dave Mericle. 
    

FELLOWSHIP LUNCH: Please join us for our monthly fellowship lunch next Sunday, 
January 15th, immediately following Sunday School.  Singles and couples are asked to 
bring a main dish, side dish, or dessert.  Larger families are asked to bring both a main 
dish and side dish or dessert.  Families are needed to help with clean up after the 
lunches.  If interested, please sign the clipboard that will be passed around during the 
Sunday School hour. 
 
ATTENTION YOUTH GROUP: We will not meet tonight but will resume our regular 
meetings on Sunday, January 15, from 6-8 p.m.  Please see the youth group bulletin 
board for updated calendars.  Happy New Year! 
      

CHILDREN’S CHURCH will begin for ages 3 years old through 2nd grade on January 
22. We will meet in the conference room each Sunday. If you have any questions, 
please contact Rebecca Latham. 
      

CHILDREN’S FELLOWSHIP and time of singing will resume today between worship 
and Sunday School.  Students in grades 1-6 are asked to meet in Modular 1 after 
worship as we learn some songs from our supplemental songbook. 
       

BY FAITH, the PCA denominational magazine, is available today. Sample copies are in 
the Commons. 
         

TableTALK, January issue, is available on the table in the Commons. The theme for this 
month’s devotional booklet is the book of Revelation. 
           

WHAT IS HAPPENING IN VIRGINIA RUF ministries and other CRPC supported 
works? Recently received letters from some ministries we support provide answers to 
this question. Please take time to read the newly posted letters on the missions bulletin 
board in the main hallway. 
         

SMALL GROUPS 

SMALL GROUPS are a gathering of 6-12 individuals who come together for Christian 
study and worship, mutual support and encouragement, practical love and service, 
with a genuine concern for God’s glory, everyone’s growth in grace, and a sincere de-
sire to see others come to Christ. Speak with Pete Hurst or one of these leaders if you 
would like to know more about small groups. 

Leader: Arden Dahl 
Where: CRPC 
When: Sundays, 6:00 p.m.  
Topic: Romans 
 
 
Leader: Dave Doughty  
Assistant: Ed Kline 
Where: Doughty Home  
   548 Kings Court, Newport News 23606 
When: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. 
Topic: Judges 
 
Leader: Matt Erichsen 
Where: Erichsen Home  
   418 Robin Hood Drive, Yorktown 23693 
When: Sundays, 6:00 p.m. 
Topic: Ephesians 
 
Leader: Bill Griffin  
Assistant: Mike Cochrane  
Where: Griffin Home  
   304 Rock Creek Court, Yorktown 23693 
When: 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. 
Topic: Love Walked Among Us 
 
Leader: Jake Hughes 
Where: 793 Michelle Dr. Newport News  
When: Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 
Topic: Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hand 

Leader: Pete Hurst  
Where: Bradley Home  
   119 Pine Creek Drive, Hampton 23669 
When: Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.. 
Topic: Joshua 
 
Leader: Dave Mericle 
Where: Mericle Home  
   203 Chelmsford Way, NN 23606 
When: Sundays, 5:00 p.m.  (1st,  3rd, 4th) 
Topic: Relationships: A Mess Worth Making 
 
 
Leader: Scott Mericle 
Where: CRPC 
When: Fridays, 6:30 p.m. 
Topic: I Peter  
 
 
Leader: Stuart Pope 
Where: Hairr Home 
   50 Cedar Rd., Poquoson, VA 
When: Biweekly, Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. 
   with one additional event each month  
Topic: Gospel of Mark 
 
Leader: Byron Snapp 
Where: CRPC 
When: Sundays, 6:00 p.m.  
Topic: Parables of Jesus 


